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Thursday 12th August 2010

Talking points –Brahma Kumari
· This is the second function being organized this year by the Brahma Kumaris that I have the honour to attend. I would like to seize this opportunity to thank your organization for such laudable initiatives for the promotion of the wellbeing of our citizens and also for protecting  the environment
· Mankind is facing several global challenges and you will agree that most of these challenges are due to our past unplanned and unforeseen actions. In most cases, these actions were implemented with a view to enhancing our quality of life but on the other hand we have been causing harm to the environment.  For example since the industrial era, in the 18th century, the world has been consuming petroleum products at an unprecedented rate and this has led to the increase of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere.  We are now facing the impacts of global warming and climate change.  The amount of solid waste generated has been increasing in Mauritius and wastes generation has reached to 0.3 ton per capita.  Even the composition of the waste has changed significantly, where now we can find more non-biodegradable wastes such as plastics packaging and wrappings, plastic bottles and polystyrene.  

· Furthermore, you have certainly noticed that even our attitude towards the environment has changed. Nowadays we are more egocentric, that is, are becoming more and more selfish and we tend to think only for ourselves. 
· There is also an inappropriate distribution of resources and wealth in the world. Industrialized countries are spending more than 37 billion dollars on food and products for pets whilst only about 30 billion dollars are needed to cut down by 50% the proportion of child mal-nutrition.  
· In addition to the above, human race has been depleting natural resources  at a rate which nature cannot replenish/recover.  Moreover, we are now more focused towards our ‘wants’ rather than our ‘needs’. Each one of us want to have the latest technologies; mobiles, computers, LCD TV, etc. In other words, we have been adopting an unsustainable lifestyle.
·  Nevertheless, it is never too late for actions – we have to change our mindset and adopt a sustainable lifestyle to preserve our natural resources and eventually protect our environment.  This is the only way to ensure that future generations are legated a better planet.
· Adopting a sustainable lifestyle implies that we have to consume differently, efficiently and more responsibly so as not to deplete our natural resources.
· Today, our decision to buy an article depends on various factors including our age and health, place of residence, income and wealth, social beliefs and even our moods. For a sustainable lifestyle, we need to ask ourselves whether I really need this item. Think in terms of its production, transport, use and disposal, that is, in terms of the product life cycle- how much harm am I causing to the environment by purchasing, using and disposing that particular item. Our choices for purchase therefore should henceforth be influenced by:
· Satisfying basic human needs (not the desire for ‘wants and luxuries’;
· Favouring quality of life over material standard of living;
· Minimizing resource, waste and pollution;
· Taking a life-cycle perspective and

· Acting with concern for future generations
· Sustainable consumption integrates a range of social, economic and political practices at the individual, household, community, business and government levels that support and encourage:
· Reducing the direct environmental burden of producing, using and disposing goods and services;
· Meeting basic needs for key consumption goods and services, such as food, water, health, education and shelter;
· Consuming goods and services that contribute positively to the health and wellbeing;
· Increasing the development and adoption of energy and water efficient appliances, public transport;
· The production and sale of new goods and services adapted to global environmental constraints; and
· Lifestyles that place greater value on social cohesion, local traditions and non-material values. 
·  Simple actions from each one of us will ultimately make a big difference. These actions include:

· switching off lights, air conditioners and computers when not in use, 

· avoiding wastage of water, 
· opting for walking and biking instead of motorised transport, 

· Favouring reuse or recycling, setting up of a network for the collection and distribution of used clothes to underprivileged youngsters, instead of throwing them away;

· Sorting our wastes and recycling. 

· In his vision for a better Mauritius, the Prime Minister has initiated the “Maurice Ile Durable” concept to ensure that economic development is pursued in harmony with environmental protection and the promotion of social justice. 
· Government is sparing no effort to make Mauritius a sustainable model in the Indian Ocean. Within this initiative, the Hon Prime Minister has recently launched the school endemic project and waste segregation project in all primary schools in the country in an effort to raise awareness of our younger generation on the importance of nature and inculcate good environmental practices at an early age.  My ministry is promoting the concept of sustainable lifestyles through the National Sustainable Consumption Programme which has as core objective the promotion of sustainable projects at national level to decrease the use of resources. 
· I am pleased to note that your organization is also working towards the same vision, that is the promotion and adoption of sustainable lifestyles. Today the holding of this conference on “Mind Clean Earth Green Campaign” reflects your enthusiasm to contribute to our national effort for a sustainable Mauritius.
· I am convinced that the theme selected for this conference, is a new approach to frame our inner environment by reforming our mindset, attitudes and thought patterns to eventually improve the physical conditions of our planet.
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